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INTRODUCTION 
  

It is always preferred to shoot in manual mode, not matter what the subject. Manual mode gives 
the photographer full control of  all settings. However it is important to know how Aperture 

and Shutter Speed work. Especially as I beginner shooting in these modes helped me to better 
understand how these settings effected my image. 

2. LONG EXPOSURE:

Long exposure is synonymous with a slow 
shutter speed. Allowing your shutter to be 
open for a longer period of  time creates 
a blurred image. This also means that the 
sensor is taking in more light. This can be 
compensated for by increasing the f-stop 
or closing the aperture. 

3. SHORT EXPOSURE:

Short exposure is synonymous with a fast 
shutter speed. Allowing the shutter speed 
to be open for a shorter period of  time 
freezes motion. Because the shutter is 
open for such a short period of  time less 
light is sensed. This can be compensated 
for my decreasing the f-stop or opening up 
the aperture. 

1. HOW DOES IT WORK?

The shutter is like a curtain in front of  the 
cameras sensor. This sensor stays closed 
until the fire button is pushed. How long 
the sensor stays open to capture the image 
depends on the shutter speed settings. 
This setting is measured in time, usually 
fractions of  a second. 

1/10 
More Light
Blurred Motion

1/200
Less Light

Freeze Motion

BENEFITS OF SHUTTER SPEED: 

Capturing motion
Freezing motion
Blurring motion
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f/2
Most Light
Less in Focus
Smaller Depth of  Field

f/32
Least Light

More in Focus
Larger Depth of  Field

BENEFITS OF APERATURE:

Controlling the depth of  feild
Control how much light

Control focus
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1. HOW DOES IT WORK?

The Aperture is the opening in the camera and it 
controls how much of  your shot is in focus or in 
other words it controls the depth of  field. Aperture 
settings are also frequently referred to as stops 
of  f-stops. The f  stands for focal length. Besides 
controlling how much of  your image is in focus the 
aperture also controls how much light is being let 
in. 

2. LARGER NUMBER OF F-STOP:

The larger the number of  the f-stop the 
smaller the opening. Therefore if  the 
aperture is set at f/2 the opening is quite 
large. Usually f/2 is the smallest number 
and largest opening available on standard 
DSLR cameras. 

3. SMALLER NUMBER OF F-STOP: 

The smaller the number of  f-stop the larger 
the opening. Therefore if  the aperture 
is set at f/32 the opening is quite small. 
Usually f/32 is the largest number and 
smallest opening available on standard 
DSLR cameras. 

APERTURE SETTINGS SHUTTER SPEED SETTINGS


